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COMMUNITY GROWERS FUND – Revised CRITERIA 
Round 3 – Closing date 24th February 2012
A fund established by the Mount Street Club Trust at 
The Community Foundation for Ireland 
NB: Please ensure you read these criteria before completing the Application Form 
Application Criteria:
· Applicants can apply for grants to develop a Community Garden or an Allotment (with Communal Space) within their local areas. Applicants may be existing Community Gardens or Allotments.

· The plot/applicant must be within County Dublin. 
· Applicants should demonstrate they have a committee structure to ensure leadership and facilitating replacement of current leadership when necessary (Please list committee members in application). 

· Applicant must have identified a plot of land that they would deem suitable for a community garden/allotment. This preferably should be a plot that is surrounded by residences and preferably overlooked by them (as recommended in the Dublin City Guide to Community gardening). The land should be owned by a local authority (not scheduled for future development); or a donated plot of land (land that your have been given permission to use) through which sustainability is guaranteed.
NOTE: Applicant must demonstrate that they have secured permission to use the land for this purpose. For example, written confirmation from local authority or other legal  landowner to accompany the application 
· Support for the garden must be approved by the local residents association, or if no association, a local survey should be completed. Please let us know the level of interest in the local area from residents.

· Applicant must be willing to join An Taisce’s Green Communities. This will provide the community garden with public liability insurance and support. 
N.B. Applicants must involve local people who are presently unemployed.

· A survey of the local residents allowing them to make suggestions is desirable. 

· An initial budget must accompany the application.

Grants will range from €1,000 to €10,000 depending on size of site and level of preparatory work needed. Some larger grants will be made available in certain circumstances, if a project can demonstrate exceptional potential to make an impact 
The Process

Applicant organisations should always begin by reading the CRITERIA. 
1. The Target Area, costs, and timing should be taken into account. There are two rounds of Community Gardening Grants per year. Please consult the Application Page for the current closing date. Please ensure you have the committee structures and relevant permissions mentioned above prior to applying to the fund


2. Go to www.communityfoundation.ie for more information and to download the application form. Submit it by email to info@foundation.ie or by post to the address below, in advance of the current deadline. The Grants team will assess the application based on suitability and acknowledge your application by email, indicating when you can expect the outcome. 


3. A shortlist of the most suitable proposals will be drawn up and The Foundation’s Gardening Expert, will visit the shortlisted project’s sites and meet with the applicant and using their knowledge and expertise they make the overall decisions regarding applications. In the final step, all grants are approved by the Board of The Foundation. 

4. The Grants Team will inform you of the outcome. If unsuccessful we will endeavour, where possible, to suggest other avenues for funding. 


5. If your application is successful, payment will be made using the details you provided in your application. You will be expected to acknowledge your application and accept any limitations set down by the Grants Expert Panel. 


6. The Foundation’s Gardening Expert is available (to a limited extent) to help you with your gardening queries after the grant is made


7. An Interim Outcome Report will be due six months after the date your grant is issued. 


8. A Final Outcome Report will be due one year after the date your grant is issued. This will include an evaluation report of what worked and didn’t work to date

9. The Foundation will expect you to facilitate a Site Visit(s) to the site during the course of the project for which funding was provided

10. Where the project did not proceed for unforeseen circumstances, or part of the funding was underspent, payment must be returned to the Community Growers Fund

Check www.communityfoundation.ie or call 01 8747354 for the current closing date 
Grantees will be informed of the outcome of their application within six to eight weeks
The Community Foundation for Ireland                                        32 Lower O’Connell Street, Dublin 1
info@foundation.ie                                                                                       www.communityfoundation.ie
Tel: 01 8747354                                                                                                                               CHY 13967
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