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LGBT Communities Fund
at The Community Foundation for Ireland 

The LGBT Communities Fund is a Small Grants Scheme, developed by the Community Foundation for Ireland and LGBT Diversity, for groups working with LGBT people in the Republic of Ireland.   Applications are invited four times per year, with the first closing date being 29th October 2010. Please see www.communityfoundation.ie for the closing dates in 2011 and beyond. 
Background to the fund

Over the last twenty years in Ireland there has been significant progress for the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) community in the areas of decriminalisation, equality law, and employment opportunities.  This progress has been reinforced by the introduction of the Civil Partnership Act (2010). However, gay and transgender people still experience inequality, particularly in accessing justice and services.  This is often more acutely felt outside of the larger urban centres in Ireland where there is very little organised activity and few support services. The absence of such support compounds the isolation of LGBT people which in turn contributes to increased levels of discrimination, bullying, depression and suicide. 
Although there are organisations, individuals and groups working to improve conditions for LGBT people, there is a need to provide a more coordinated response in order to create and sustain long term positive change. 
For this change to happen, greater collaboration is needed in order to respond to the issues and challenges facing our LGBT population.
Increased capacity is needed at the local and regional level to ensure that people are in fact able to access justice and services where they live.  
Intended Outcomes
Short to medium term (3 years) 
· The LGBT sector in Ireland is more cohesive with greater opportunities for shared experiences, shared learning, and collaboration thus enhancing the sector’s ability to advocate for and on behalf of LGBT people

· Existing services, groups, organisations, and centres that work with LGBT people have increased capacity to offer a wide range of high quality supports and services to LGBT people at a local level to live more active and healthy lives

· A more confident, visible and vocal LGBT community who are empowered to advocate on their own behalf for equality and social justice

· People living in parts of Ireland that currently have little or no support for LGBT people will have greater access to safe spaces/groups that provide them with personal, social and community development support

· Increased resources are devoted to tailored services, supports and networks for LGBT people, particularly on a regional basis

· Increased awareness and understanding of LGBT community needs and issues among statutory organisations, government and the public 

· There is a stronger and more diverse funding base for the LGBT sector and a LGBT Trust fund has been established and is being promoted nationally.  

Long term (5 to 10 years)
· Increased numbers of LGBT people coming out positively to themselves, their families, their communities and in their work places
· The LGBT community and sector plays a positive and influential role in policy development and national debate leading to continuing legislative reform and increased rights for LGBT people 
· A well established LGBT Trust fund is in operation, attracting funds from the LGBT community and disbursing these to a range of LGBT causes and activities
· Mainstream services are more inclusive of the needs of LGBT people and their families
· LGBT people in rural areas are able to access supports and services thereby significantly reducing their isolation and improving their quality of life.
The Process

1. Application Forms are available at www.communityfoundation.ie. Completed forms can be emailed to info@foundation.ie 
2. Applications will be acknowledged and applicants will be advised of their Application Number and of when they will be informed of the outcome. 

3. The LGBT Communities Fund’s Grants Committee will assess the applications four  times per year. Where applications are not successful a reason for the decision will be provided. Where applications are successful grants will be paid by bank transfer or cheque. 

4. Applicants will be asked to provide an Outcome Report, detailing the impact of the grant, within six months of receiving the grant. Guidelines for compiling such reports will be provided by The Community Foundation. 

Criteria for Application

1. Applicant organisations must be Not-for-Profit with charitable aims (evidence may be requested)

2. Grants will be for a maximum of €5,000. 

3. Applications must clearly demonstrate that the grant will benefit a Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) target group. 

4. This Small Grants Scheme will support small scale projects for which funding is not easily available from other sources. These projects should be time-limited rather than  ongoing

5. The need for the project in question should be demonstrated
6. Multiple applications may be made, provided each is for separate projects 
Criteria for Funding
Applications should clearly meet at least one of these:
	a) To support the development of groups in parts of the country that are significantly underserved, to improve access to services 

	b) To support groups who would find it difficult to secure funding elsewhere and where there are no other supports available to members of the community

	c) To build the capacity of existing LGBT groups and organizations at a regional or national level to collaborate or share resources

	d) To establish local / regional supports for families and friends of LGBT people 

	e) To provide social and educational activities for LGBT people to address isolation and build a sense of community

	f) To integrate LGBT issues into mainstream organisations activities and workplans in order to support initiatives that addresses this objective 


What will not be funded:

Non-charitable activities
Capital costs (including large equipment, refurbishment and building costs)
Core or Ongoing costs
Work that has already taken place
Statutory organisations 
Overseas Travel
Promotion or Religious or Political causes 
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