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Philanthropy 
Matters CONNECTING PEOPLE WHO CARE WITH CAUSES THAT MATTER 
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A Voice for Donors – 
Pre Budget Submission 
The current economic downturn has had a profound impact on Ireland. The 
Community Foundation for Ireland has increased its grant-making in 2009 and we 
expect to do so again in 2010. We are being inundated for support from charities 
and community groups across Ireland. We will only be able to support one in 
fourteen applications this year.  
 
Recent CSO figures indicate that there is still significant wealth in Ireland - total 
financial assets among Irish households excluding the family home are in excess 
of €282 billion. The Community Foundation has called on the government to help 
stimulate Irish philanthropy with an imaginative set of proposals. This includes:  
 
�  The retention of relief at the higher level of tax. 
�  There should be no upper threshold for individuals or companies, at the very 

least it should not apply to those seeking to establish an endowment.  
�  Introduce tax benefits in relation to donation of property through split/charitable 

remainder income trusts (i.e. where donors put property in trust for a charity 
with the rights to the capital and income elements being split between the 
donor and the recipient). Ireland has one of the highest rates of property 
ownership in the world 

Flood Recovery Fund Launched. Over €100k 
already raised. Click on  

http://www.mycharity.ie/charity/cfi  to donate  
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Tina Roche 

Chief Executive 
 

See Page 2 for 
the 2009 

Philanthropist of 
the Year winners 
 
 

 



News Updates…              
 

 
 

NEW FUND FOR AFRICA ESTABLISHED  
 
The Chello Foundation (Ireland) Fund was set up in October 2009 by communications and broadband provider UPC. Its focus 
is on providing funding for educational scholarships to children affected by HIV and AIDS in Sub-Saharan Africa. The goal is 
to help the poorest of the poor to help themselves and their communities. To find out more, visit www.chellofoundation.org 
 

Irish Projects Funded 
  

Your clients could get involved in early stage philanthropy through The Community Foundation. Once their fund is 
set up (which can be done overnight) they could then invite applications and make grants. Examples of recent 
groups funded by The Foundation include:  
  
�  Bodywhys - Eating Disorders Association of Ireland : To fund 'Helping Your Child Recover', a booklet for 

parents and carers of people affected by eating disorders      €2,500 granted 
 

�  Carlow Volunteer Centre : To establish a Befriending Network to assist the resettlement of a group of 
Burmese Rohingya refugees due to arrive in Carlow. The centre will support the Network through a programme 
of activities aimed at ensuring the refugees' integration      €3,000 granted 

 
Over €153,655 in grants was made to 95 projects throughout Ireland in Round 1 of the Small Grants Programme 
2009. Round 2 saw a surge in requests totaling almost €1.5million. Over €100k will be available for Round 2. It is 
worth shouting about the fact that The Community Foundation is one of the few funders to increase its support to 
the community sector in this economic downturn.  
 

  

2009 Philanthropist of the 
Year Winners Announced  
�

The 2009 winners are:  
National: Chantal McCabe  for her key support of 
Young Social Innovators, Social Innovations Ireland 
and the Immigrant Council of Ireland. Chantal 
provided seed funding and they have since grown to 
become extremely important and effect charity 
organisations within their fields.  
 
International: John Clarke  is a founder member of 
Friends in Ireland which is developing and running a 
hospice and orphan homes and much more besides 
in South Africa 
 
Local: Cathal McCarthy  was one of the initial 
funders of the innovative Co Monaghan Fund and 
has also supported projects for older people in his 
native Ballybay in Monaghan, as well as the GAA 
and Crumlin Children’s Hospital among others. 

To see amazing videos about each 
winner’s philanthropy click 
http://www.youtube.com/CFIreland    
 

Pictured below from left to right are John Clarke, 
Chantal McCabe, Tina Roche and Cathal McCarthy 
 
 



 

Inaugural 
Philanthropy 

Presentation for 
Advisors in Cork 

 

 

 
Over 70 people attended the 
Association of Pensioneer 
Trustees of Ireland (APTI) 
annual conference. Many 
members have a wealth 
management focus so a 
knowledge of philanthropy is 
increasingly important. 
Eamonn Heffernan, a former 
actuary and board member of 
The Community Foundation 
presented on the foundation’s 
pooled €24m endowment 
fund. He spoke about its 
structure and performance 
and how it could be a 
philanthropic option for 
certain clients.  
 
Our thanks to Gervase 
MacCourt  for asking us to 
present at the event. Gervase 
was one of the first members 
of The Foundation’s advisory 
board. He has recently 
stepped down due to other 
work commitments. 
 

Over 20 people 
attended the first ever 
philanthropy seminar 
specifically for 
advisors in Cork in mid 
October. Our thanks to 
John Daly and his team 
at AIB Private Banking 
for hosting this event 
and to the Cork 
Chamber for rowing in 
behind also. Eddie 
Murphy of Crowleys 
DFK was among the 
speakers and spoke 
about the importance 
of gaining an 
understanding of 
philanthropy. “It is 
client led, in the last 
two years we have had 
a number of our 
clients asking us about 
charity and 
philanthropy and we 
had to find out more. 
The Community 
Foundation is one of a 
number of options 
when speaking with 
clients and could be 
very useful for some’.  
 
Seamus McDermott 
from The County 
Monaghan Fund also 
spoke. It has an 
endowment of over 
€350k and has made 

8 SIMPLE STEPS 
TO SET UP A 
CHARITABLE 

FUND 
 

Your client can set up their 
own fund in just a few 
simple steps: 
 
1. Professional advisor 

discusses goals with 
family or directors. 

2. Decide what to give: 
cash, shares, property. 

3. Select issues and 
organisations that are 
close to their heart. 

4. Meet with the 
Community Foundation 
for Ireland staff to 
discuss this vision. 

5. Choose a fund type: 
Donor Advised, Field of 
Interest, Designated, or 
Unrestricted. 

6. Complete the 
paperwork. 

7. Select a name for the 
fund, or retain 
anonymity  

8. Organise to send their 
gift to the Foundation 
for management and 
administration. 
 

LEAVE A 
LEGACY FOR 
IRELAND 
Will you talk to your clients 
about including the 
Community Foundation for 
Ireland in their will?  Help us 
to establish permanent 
charitable funds for our 
counties, communities, the 
arts, the environment and 
other important causes we 
all care about. 
 

Contact Us  
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grants of over €90k 
since it was founded. 
Among the recipients 
have been DCU for its 
Access Scholarship 
programme. It is hoped 
that a Co Cork Fund 
will be developed also. 
 

 
Eddie Murphy, speaking at 
Cork event 
 
TV Campaign for 
Legacies Launched 
  
See www.mylegacy.ie   for 
details 
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Do you have charitable 
trusts among your clients 
who may need help with 
their grant-making? 
 
You may be interested in 
Silicon Valley Community 
Foundation’s new 
handbook. We can offer 
similar supports. See 
http://www.siliconvalleycf.
org/docs/cps-brochure.pdf  
to see details on strategic 
grant-making and more… 
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